
The Rasmussen Group Companies have 
wonderful stories to tell.  To help us communicate 
who we are and what we do to potential customers 
and owners, we have contracted with Jim Hibbs, 
owner of BNA Solutions, LLC. to help us market 
our companies and tell that great story. 
 
It is critical in these economic times that owners 
and decision makers know that any company 
under The Rasmussen Group umbrella has the 
same commitment to quality, safety, on-time and 
on-budget service.  In todayôs cluttered 
communication environment itôs important to clarify that message and make 
sure we reach the right people. Several Rasmussen Group companies have 
had several opportunities to use marketing with Jim, including meetings with 
Wind Energy owners, General Electric, and Vermeer Corporation.  The 
feedback we have received from our employees has been extremely positive. 
 
Jimôs background is in media and marketing. His grandfather Wayne Hibbs 
was once President of the Iowa General Contractors. You can expect new 
and exciting marketing news, opportunities, and materials from Jim in 2010. 
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As 2009 comes to a close, we look back on our 
accomplishments of the year.  It is always good to reflect back on what 
was learned, both our successes and our failures, and to use that 
knowledge to better ourselves for the future.   As our nation endures 
the economic recession which many of us have never experienced at 
this magnitude before,  it brings to our attention the need to be fiscally 
prudent in all areas of our lives.  Our companies have instituted cost 
cutting measures that will help ensure our continued success and 
vitality.  Thank you for your cooperation in this area as we have 
challenged you to think creatively and to sharpen the pencil and tighten 
the belt in many of your companies' practices.  The Rasmussen Group 
has tried to assist our employees and their families by keeping health 
insurance costs the same for 2010.  We are hopeful the economy will 
get a boost in 2010 and we can start the new decade with growth and 
prosperity.   
  I ask you to focus on being safe and as productive and efficient 
as we can so we all help ensure the continued success for each of our 
companies.  Happy New Year. 
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Marlo 
Gillotti  

 
Marlo Gillotti is 

the Senior 

manager of 

Central Iowa 

Ready Mix and 

has 30 years experience in the ready mix business.  

During these years he has been involved in all 

phases of the business from driving trucks and 

batching concrete to developing estimating 

spreadsheets and financial analysis. 

 

Marlo grew up in West Des Moines and is a 

graduate of Valley High School and the University 

of Iowa.  He and is wife Rhonda have been married 

28 years and have four children: Meredith, Chris 

Taylor and Michael.  Away from work he likes 

attending the kids sporting events, the Iowa 

Hawkeyes, golfing and playing saxophone. 

 

Randy Ennis  
 
Randy Ennis has 
been employed 
a t  J e n s e n 
Construction for 
9 years and has 
been involved in 
building bridges 
for the past 20 
years.  He 

started as a laborer and presently is a  Bridge 
Superintendent.  Randy has worked on bridges at 
Boonville, Camdenton, Lake of the Ozarks, Clinton, 
Jefferson City, Mark Twain Lake, and Hermann, 
Missouri.   Currently, he is working on the South 
Omaha Veterans Memorial Bridge in Omaha. 
 
Randy and his wife Shelly have been married 24 
years and have three children: Josh (23 ) who also 
works for the company, Kelsay (20) and Jacob 
(17).  Randy enjoys his job, hunting, fishing and 
most of all spending time with family. 

Kenny  
Bauman  

 
For over ten and a 
half years, Kenny 
has worked as a 
JMT Truck ing 
dispatcher.  His 
pleasant attitude 
and can-do spirit 

were great assets on the construction of I-80/I-
35 and I-235.  
 
 Kenny and his wife Lisa have 2 children: 
Jessica (19) who is in her second year of 
college and Maxwell (15) who is a freshman at 
Van Meter where the family resides.   
 
Kenny enjoys hiking and fishing with his family.   
Football games and NASCAR are his favorite 
sports to attend.  Go Hawkeyeôs and Titans.   

Ricky 
Turnbow  

 
Ricky Turnbow 

began working 

f o r  J e n s e n 

Construction in 

1981 by making 

repairs out of a service truck.  In 1983 the Pine Bluff 

Shop was built  and he continued by helping to run 

the Pine Bluff Shop.  Major projects: 

Overhauling American cranes, down to the 

frame and rebuilding them. 

Rebuilding and modernizing the dredge for 

Hallett Materials-Texas.  

Designing and building cutter heads and 

hydraulic systems for a slot groove cutter.  

Rebuilding of a 4600 Manitowoc crane. 

When not working, Ricky enjoys hunting, fishing, 

watching football and most of all spending time with 

his family: his wife Debbi, 2 children and 2 

grandchildren. 



Whatôs Happening in Omaha 
I-80 WB Missouri River Bridge 

Job # 20801 

 

Foreman Tristan Weaver and 

crew finished the substructure at 

the 86 ft tall Pier 9 near the Iowa 

Bank, the culmination of over 

10,000 cubic yards of structural 

concrete.  The forming of the 

skewed delta piers was especially 

complex due to the geometry of 

the shapes.  EFCO forming 

system was used with outstanding 

results.  The Mass Concrete 

Temperature Control System, 

utilizing circulating water through 

pipes within each pour, greatly 

reduced the time necessary for 

the stripping of forms. 

 

Foreman Chris Hoesing and lead 

man Ryan Adkinson with Steve 

Ulmersô guidance, set the final 

piece of the 12 1/2 million lbs of 

structural steel. The steel erection 

over the main navigation span of 

the WB I-80 Missouri River Bridge 

finished up in November.  Some 

of the variable height girders were 

as tall as 20ô-9ò and weighed over 

180,00 lbs.  Erecting steel is not 

made any easier while floating on 

one of the countries fastest 

flowing large rivers. 

 

Engineer/ Foreman Mark Anthony 

and crew have been in high gear 

with decking operations with Unit 

3 poured and several of Unit 2ôs 

scheduled to be poured before 

year end. 

 

C r a m e r  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s 

completed the Nebraska side Unit 

1 over the BNSF Railroad yard 

and will overlay the entire bridge 

next Spring.  Reilly Construction 

has performed the grading work 

for the project and assisted 

Cramer in the MSE wall approach 

on the Council Bluffs side. 

Hwy 275 South Omaha 

Main Truss over the 

Missour i River  

Job # 20708  

 

November 4th was the day 

Randy Ennis and crew had 

been working toward for 

the 624 ft long truss to 

make contact with Pier 9 

on the western bank.  

False work at mid-span 

had been supporting the 

truss since the first piece 

cantilevered past it in 

September and eventually 

reached 9 million lbs. 

 

A 300 ton Manitowoc ringer 

crane was used to erect 

the main chord members, 

some longer than 100 ft. 

and weighing nearly 70 

tons.  Jensen employees 

have worked extremely 

hard erecting the members 

using over 50,000 bolts in a 

dizzying number of differing 

lengths and sizes.  

 

The new deck will be 87ô-6ò 

and allow 4 lanes of traffic, 

2 shoulders and a 10ô 

pedestrian sidewalk, quite 

an improvement over the 

22ô-6ò wide existing bridge 

built in 1933. 



 

 Hallett Materialsð

Texas Division is one 

o f  t h e  l a r g e s t 

aggregate producers in 

Southeast Texas.  With 

our three locations that 

serve Houston and the 

surrounding areas, we 

are always looking for 

a  c o m p e t i t i v e 

advantage that will 

help us be successful 

in a market that is 

becoming ever more 

crowded.  In 2009 that 

competitive advantage 

came in the form of the 

conversion of one of 

our diesel powered 

dredges to electric 

power. 

 

Retro-fitting a diesel 

dredge with an electric 

motor is no easy task, 

but with the volatility in 

fuel prices, and 

growing pressure from 

governmental agencies 

to be environmentally 

conscious, the decision  

was made to go 

forward with the 

conversion from diesel 

to electric power.  We 

were in a time of 

transition at our Porter 

operation, and had just 

received a much 

anticipated permit from 

the U. S. Army Corps of 

Engineers to expand 

our mining operation 

across the San Jacinto 

River to a 640-acre 

tract we had acquired a 

few years prior.  

Striving to be good 

stewards of the land, 

and wanting to dispel 

the stigma that comes 

with being a sand and 

gravel producer, a 

clean and efficient 

electric dredge would 

be a perfect fit for this 

application. 

 

The dredge that was to 

be converted was a 28ô 

x 80ô dredge 

manufactured in 2004 

at RGIôs fabrication shop 

in Des Moines.  The 

dredge was originally 

powered by a 1300 

horsepower Cummins 

KTAð 38 diesel engine, 

and the hydraulic system 

was driven by a Durst 

dual outplex trans-

mission powered by a 

500 horsepower diesel 

motor.  Although func-

tional, this system 

proved to be mainte-

nance intensive, and 

cumbersome to repair. 

 

With such a large invest-

ment at hand, we 

wanted to be sure that 

we made informed deci-

sions when the time 

came to purchase the 

new equipment neces-

sary to electrify the 

dredge.  After months of 

interviews and several 

tours of manufacturing 

facilities, the decision 

was made to go with a 

1300 horsepower Joliet  

 

Sincere Thank You  

 

Hallett Materials-

Texas division would 

like to extend our 

sincere appreciation 

to several people,  

without whose help 

this project would 

never have been 

possible.   

 

F i r s t  t o  o u r 

employees who put 

in many long hours 

without a complaint, 

to the late Mr. Don 

Smith, whoôs wealth 

o f  e l e c t r i c a l 

knowledge was 

cr i t ical  to our 

success, and most of 

all to the Rasmussen 

Group who made it 

possible for us to 

have a dredge that is 

equipped with the 

latest technology 

available to our 

industry. 

 
 
 

Electrification 
Of 

Dredge 
 

Hal lett  Mater ials -Texas Divis ion 



Electric motor run by 

a Service Alliance 

DC Drive.  The shop 

i n  P in e  B lu f f 

f a b r i c a t e d  t h e 

housing for the 

drives, which put out 

immense heat and 

had to be cooled by 

a 15 ton commercial 

air conditioner.  The 

500 horsepower 

diesel engine and 

transmission that 

previously powered 

the hydraulic system 

was replaced by a 

250 horse power 

electric hydraulic 

motor that is directly 

coupled to the cutter 

head pump and a 

100 horsepower 

electric hydraulic 

m o t o r  d i r e c t l y 

coupled to the winch 

pump. 

It took only four weeks to 

successfully strip the old 

e q u i p m e n t ,  p a i n t , 

transport and install all 

the new equipment on 

the dredge.  Just days 

later all bugs were 

worked out and we were 

up and running.  The real 

test was going to be if 

the type of cost savings 

we had expected going 

into this endeavor were 

realistic. After one  month 

of production, when the 

electric and fuel bills 

came in, we thought 

there was a mistake.  

This conversion far 

 surpassed expectations 

in efficiency. Fuel 

c o n s u m p t i o n  h a d 

dropped by 75% with a 

decrease in labor costs 

as well.  Maintenance 

had become almost non 

existent, and startup 

was a breeze-no matter 

what the weather.  One 

of the most surprising 

aspects  was how 

surprisingly silent it is.  

Now, the only sound 

heard is the gravel 

rolling along the pipeline 

t o  t h e  p l a n t .  

Congratulations to all 

involved! 



 
Job 10901 Taylor Ave. -Hwy 22 Overpass  

 Ft Smith AR  
 

This $13.7 million project involves the construction of two 

195ô long and two 900ô long bridges that will carry US 71 

over a local road, two railroads and SH 22 near Ft. Smith, 

AR.  The project includes 6,500 cubic yards of concrete 

and 1,600 tons of structural steel. 

Dale Detrick is the superintendent on the job and the office 

is managed by his wife Bert.  Rusty Davis is in charge of 

the surveying and quality control on the project.  The 

foremen on the job include Bobby Basden, Amos 

Adcock and Ron Scarbrough.  We also have Joshua 

Earl working on the project learning the trade from 

Rusty and the foremen.  John Cook recently moved to 

the job to take care of maintenance on the equipment.  

This project started in August of 2009 and should be 

complete by the end of 2010. 

Two Rasmussen Group Companies Combine for Successful Project 
  

In May 2009, Circle-V Specialized was awarded a contract to haul 38 vessels and coolers for OPD 
(Optimized Process Designs) to a natural gas refinery in Wamsutter, Wyoming.  OPD is the General 
Contractor (GC) for Williams Energy who is making improvements to an existing gas refinery.  The 
loads ranged from 14ô wide coolers weighing 68,000 lbs to an Amine Contactor which was 72 feet long 
and weighed in at 410,000 lbs. 
 
During the course of negotiations, it was found that OPD was also looking for an erector to unload and 
set the equipment as well as to stand the vertical towers.  Bill Vollmer brought in Jensen Construction 
to the negotiations.  Eventually, the joint work would include Circle-V providing transportation for 
$1,450,000 and Jensen Construction providing the cranes and manpower to unload and erect the 
equipment for an additional $1,000,000. 
 
The cranes used were two Manitowoc 4100W (Series II) crawler cranes (230tn Capacity) and were 
leased from Lampson International, LLC.  For the three largest lifts, one of the 4100Ws was converted 
to a Series III Ringer with a capacity of 300 tons. 
 
The GC (OPD) also required that many of the loads be stockpiled.  Some stockpiling was due to 

scheduling and some due to site conditions.  Several of the bigger vessels 
had to be unloaded and blocked in a horizontal position. The vessels were 
then fitted with additional piping, equipment, and ladders.  Insulation was 
also installed.  The vessel was then loaded back onto trucks, moved to the 
project site under hook where it could be off loaded, stood into its vertical 
position, then set in place. 
 
The original contract was for 120 days.  Circle-V and Jensen Construction 
completed the work within the 120 days. Then OPD extended our contract 
for an additional 30 days in order to set some additional equipment which 
was completed just before Thanksgiving 2009. 


